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Star Wars Rap

Composing and Arranging; Connecting to Culture
Lesson Zone

2-4

40 mins

This music composition lesson and worksheet gives students their first
opportunity to write music like Star Wars film composer, John Williams

Connecting: Students will compose in groups with simple rhythms to
complete the Star Wars Rap, and then perform their piece on non-pitched
percussion instruments

Star Wars Rap | Music Composition Worksheet
Non-Pitched Percussion Instruments (pots and pans will do!)
Pencils

White Board and Markers (Chart Paper or 8x11 paper will work, too)
Step 1
Ask students, "Who knows what a composer does? Correct. A composer

organizes the sound and silence in music. Who thinks they are old enough to
be a composet? You’re right. Mozart was writing music at age four."

Step 2

Tell students, "Today you'll be composing music just like John Williams did
for movies like Star Wars, Jurassic Park, and Indiana Jones. You'll work in
groups to write a Star Wars rap. The first part is already written. Your job is
to finish it.”

Step 3

Tell students, "Before we begin, we need to review a few rhythms." Write the
rhythms from the Star Wars Rap worksheet on the whiteboard and clap
them with the class. Then review the rhythms by asking individual students
to clap them.

Step 4


https://makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_printit_lesson_resources/star-wars-rap-music-composition-worksheet.php
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Tell students, "For this activity you’ll work in groups of two or three. I want
you to do three things: 1) Get a worksheet and pencil for yourself, 2) Find a
group to join, and 3) Sit with your group." (Students can work with you or
alone, as well)

Step 5

Tell students, "At the top of your worksheet there is a connect-the-dot
activity. As a group, speak the Star Wars charactet's names to cach of the
rhythms on the right to figure out which rhythm works best. Connect the
dots. Continue in the same way for each of the characters." Younger
students may benefit by you speaking the charactet's names one at a time as
a class and by you closely guiding the rhythm selection.

Step 6

Tell students, "Let's check your work." Show students the correct answers on
the whiteboard.

Step 7
Tell students, "We just completed the first part of composing a piece. We

combined rhythms and lyrics to see what worked. The next step is use these
thythms and lyrics in your rap."

Step 8

Tell students, "Let's learn the first part of the Star Wars Rap and then I'll
give you ten minutes to complete the rap with your group. Figure out what
order the characters should go in and then write the rhythms and the lyrics
on the bottom two staves of your worksheet." Teach the rap in two measure
groups until students are proficient. Provide non-pitched percussion
instruments to every student. Circulate the classroom to help student

groups.

Step 9

Tell students, "Let's hear your compositions. The group with the most
impressive composition, performance, and notation will have an opportunity
to perform for your homeroom teacher."

Step 10

Listen to each group. Select a winning group and let them perform for their
homeroom teachet.




|
Conclusions | Students will connect to the cultural phenomenon of Star Wars and also
compose their own pieces.

Adaptations e Students can use any object to “create” their own non-pitched
instruments (non-pitched instruments are like drums, claves, or
rhythm sticks): https://kidactivities.net/homemade-musical-
instruments/

e Students can “act out” the overture by listening to it several times
and creating a live action video in your living room

e Students can write about how the overture makes them feel and
what emotions they think the composer wanted to convey.

Links and Websites | A link to the Star Wars Overture by John Williams:
https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=_D0ZQPqe[kk
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